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THE Hogs Head in Solihull Town Centre is a
friendly and welcoming pub offering a wide
selection of food and snacks as well as a vibrant
atmosphere.

A visit after work proved to be an enjoyable
evening as the football backed up a tasty meal.

As we arrived at around 6pm, we were quite
surprised to see how popular the place was,
however there was still plenty of choice for seat-
ing arrangements.

The menu boasted a mixture of pub classics
and judging by the size of our meals they were
excellent value for money.

Louise opted for her usual choice of Chicken
Burger and chips (£5.75) and was pleased with
the tender farm-assured chicken breast.

I went for the BBQ Chicken Melt (£6.25)
which consisted of two chicken breasts topped
with crispy bacon, melted cheese and a BBQ
sauce which I thoroughly enjoyed.

The spiral fries (£2) which we shared as a side
order were also full of flavour however a little
costly for the size of the portion.

To finish us off we both choose the warm five-
layered chocolate cake which was delicious. 

The Hogs Head offer a ‘2 for 1’ offer on all
desserts so £2.95 for two puddings was very
impressive.

We both enjoyed our meal and have since
returned, however much of that experience is a
distant memory as a few too many Strongbows
were consumed on the night!

Gregg Evans

Room to

APPROACHING the magnif icent
Har twell House and Spa near
Aylesbury for a much anticipated
child-fr ee weekend, I knew
straight away that my husband
and I were in for a sumptuous
treat.

Set in 90 acres of landscaped parkland
in the Vale of Aylesbury and just an hour
from central London, the imposing and
magnificent stately home dates from the
early 17th century and boasts 30 rooms
and suites in the main house and a further
16 in Hartwell Court, a converted coach
house. 

The recently restored Old Rectory, an
elegant Georgian House is also a fabulous
setting for smaller venues and private par-
ties.

Awarded the Pride of Britain Hotel of
the Year 2008 for outstanding hospitality,
it was really not hard to fathom why. 

From the moment we arrived the staff
were charming and helpful from the dis-
creet attentiveness at dinner to the gentle
courtesy of Director and General
Manager Jonathan Thompson.

Having arrived later than we intended,
my husband and I were anxious to settle
into our room and prepare for dinner.  We
both gasped with delight when we were
shown to the Royal Room complete with
a comfort- inducing four poster bed which
we immediately threw ourselves upon and
declared that were in heaven!

Upon discovering this very room was
once the bedroom of Marie-Josephine,
wife of the exiled King Louis XVIII of
France who lived in Hartwell House for
f ive years, we sheepishly endeavoured to
act with more decorum.  

Filled with fine antiques and oil paint-
ings, the magnificent rooms instantly cap-

tivate visitors with their grandeur. 
We admired the Rococco plasterwork in

the Great Hall before strolling through the
library, drawing room and morning room.
Ascending the Jacobean staircase we
noticed the balusters had been carved into
rather intimidating figures-soldiers with
swords aloft and screaming women,
which late at night could give rise to some
rather fantastical imaginings. Or was that
just me?

Awarded three rosettes by the AA, head
chef Daniel Richardson and his staff pre-
pared a divine dinner which, was very
well received by both of us accompanied
by a rosé selected from the hotel's wine
list which has also gained recognition
from the AA in its Notable Wine List
2007-2008.  

The late hour meant we were one of only
four tables dining but the service was sec-
ond to none and nothing was too much
trouble for the attentive staff. 

Fixed price menus are available from
lunch at £22 for two courses and £29 for
three and a Sunday Lunch of £32.50 for
three courses.  Dinner at £46 for three
courses including coffee and sweetmeats
is also on offer. 

Too tired to attempt much else but bed
we finished with a nightcap and wended
our way wearily up the Jacobean staircase
- and yes, those figures were definitely
looking at me  - and snuggled into our
four poster.

Waking to a beautiful sunny morning, I
watched the dozens of baby rabbits scam-
pering on the lawn and admired the beau-
tifull y landscaped gardens.  

A girth-busting English breakfast for
the husband and a healthy continental for

me - albeit with a stolen sausage or two-
was served rather lazily in our room, fol-
lowed by a leisurely stroll to the nearby
Spa.  

Containing a swimming pool, spa bath,
steam room and saunas as well as a gym-
nasium and four treatment rooms my hus-
band and I soon sank even further into
relaxation.  

Experienced therapists offer a superb
range of treatments using Clarins, E'Spa,
Jessica and St Tropez products.  I enjoyed
a superb Clarins Personal Blend Aromatic
Facial tailored to my rather dry skin’s
needs, which included a skin analysis fol-
lowed by a wonderfully soothing treat-
ment and massage which left my skin
glowing and feeling much firmer.  

A spritz of fragrance and I was ready to
meet my husband who had to be dragged
away from the sauna.  

Guests can also use the Spa Bar and
Buttery, an informal restaurant serving
drinks and light meals which is open from
9am until 7pm.

Rounding off our stay, we decided to
explore the historic grounds. Dotted with
statues and follies and boasting two all-
weather tennis courts, a croquet lawn,
ruined church and a lake spanned by a
bridge, we soon spotted a plethora of
wildlife.  Well actually my husband did, I
wouldn't know a crow from a jackdaw.
But he was delighted to see pheasants,
kites, woodpeckers, Canada geese, deer
and a buzzard and on the tranquil lake,
coots, mallards and herons. 

Loathe to leave this charming country
house hotel, we promised ourselves a
return visit. The husband is possibly
thinking a couple of years hence but with
a double figured wedding anniversary fast
approaching, he could be in for a big sur-
prise! 

relax

BY CATHRINA HULSE
cathrina_hulse@mrn.co.uk

l Hartwell House, Oxford Road nr Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. (www.hartwell-house.com, tel. 01296 747444)

ENJOY a relaxing summer at Hartwell
House and Spa with selection of offers
available from July 1 to August 31 2008. 
Two people can share an air conditioned
double bedroom, inclusive of dinner to the
value of £39 per person, continental break-
fast, use of the Hartwell Spa, service and
VAT at a rate of £125 per person per night
Sunday to Thursday and £150 per person
per night on Friday and Saturday. 

Indulge in a bit of 'me time’ with a
Hartwell Spa Experience available during
July and August. 

Two people can relax in style for just
£120 from Monday to Thursday and £140
from Friday to Sunday with a choice of one
treatment, use of the Spa, swimming pool
and gymnasium with tea or coffee in the
Spa Buttery Café.

It pays to go
the whole hog

Hartwell House &
Spa


