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APPROACHING the magnificent
Hartwell House and Spa near
Aylesbury for a much anticipated
child-free weekend, | knew
] Straight away that my husband
and | were in for a sumptuous
treat.

in theVale ofAyleshury and just an hour
from central London, the imposing and
magnificent statgl home dates from the
early 17th centwy and boasts 30 rooms
and suites in the main house and ahfeir
16 in Hatwell Cout, a cowerted coach
house.

The recenil restored Old Rectgy an
elegant Geogian House is also alfulous
setting for smallerenues and prate par
ties.

Awarded the Pride of Britain Hotel of
theYear 2008 for outstanding hospitality
it was real} not hard to &thom vhy.

From the moment & arived the stdf
were chaming and helpful from the dis
creet attentieness at dinner to the gentle
coutesy of Director and General
Manager Jonathafhompson.

Having arived later than & intended
my husband and | @re anxious to settle
into our room and prepare for dinnéte
both gasped with delight hen ve were
shavn to the Rgal Room complete with
a comfot- inducing four poster bedhich
we immediats} threv ourseles upon and
declared that ere in hegen!

Upon discweering this ery room was
once the bedroom of Marie-Josephine,
wife of the &iled King Louis XVIII of
France vino lived in Hatwell House for
five years, v sheepisil endesoured to
act with more decaim.

Filled with fine antiques and oil paimnt
ings, the magni€ent rooms instantlcap
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tivate visitors with their gandeur
We admired the Rococco plastenk in

the Great Hall before strolling through the

library, draving room and maring room.

Ascending the Jacobean staircase w
Set in 90 acres of landscaped parkland noticed the balusters had beenveakrinto

rather intimidating igures-soldiers with
swords aloft and screaming omen,

which late at night could geé rise to some
rather intastical imaginings. Orasg that
just me?

Awarded three rosettey the AA, head
chef Daniel Richardson and his $tpfe-
pared a diine dinner which, was \ery
well receved ty both of us accompanied

by a rosé selected from the hotel's wine

list which has also @ned recgnition
from the AA in its Notabe Wine List
2007-2008.

The late hour meantewere one of onl
four tables dining lut the sevice was see
ond to none and nothingas too much
troulde for the attentie staf.

Fixed price menus arevailade from
lunch at £22 for te courses and £29 for
three and a Sungd.unch of £32.50 for

three courses. Dinner at £46 for three

courses including ctde and weetmeats
is also on d&r.

Too tired to attempt much elseitbbed
we finished with a nightcap andended

our way wearily up the Jacobean staircase

- and s, those ifures vere dehitely

looking at me - and snuggled into our

four poster

Waking to a beautiful suyrmoming, |
watched the dozens of hatabbits scam
pering on the kan and admired the beau
tifully landscapedaydens.

A girth-busting English breakfst for
the husband and a healtbontinental for

me - albeit with a stolen sausage 004\
was seved rather lazjl in our room, fol
lowed ty a leisurgy stroll to the neanp
Spa.

Containing a wimming pool, spa bath

For full listings log on to www.icsolihull.co.uk

It pays to go
the whole hog

THE Hags Head in SolihulTown Centre is a
friendly and welcoming pub dering a wide
selection of food and snacks aslvas a vibrant
atmosphere.

A visit after work proved to be an enjabe
evening as the football bael up a tasty meal.

As we arived at around 6pm, evnere quite
sumprised to see hw popular the place as,
however there was still plenty of choice for seat
ing arangements.

The menu boasted a mixture of pub classics
and judging b the size of our meals thavere
excellent \alue for mong

Louise opted for her usual choice of Claok
Burger and chips (£5.75) andaw pleased with
the tenderdm-assured chi@n breast.

| went for the BBQ Chiockn Melt (£6.25)
which consisted of tw chicken breasts topped
with crispy bacon, melted cheese and a BBQ
sauce Wich | thoroughy enjoyed.

The spiral fries (£2) hich we shared as a side
order vere also full of flaour havever a little
costly for the size of the ption.

To finish us of we both choose theamm five-
layered chocolate cakwhich was delicious.

The Has Head dér a ‘2 for 1’ ofer on all
dessets so £2.95 for tev puddings \&s \ery
impressve.

We both enjged our meal and ka since
retumed hovever much of thatgerience is a
distant memor as a fev too maly Strongbavs
were consumed on the night!

Gregg Ewans

steam room and saunas adlvas a gym
nasium and four treatment roomg hus
band and | soon sankven futher into
relaxation.

Experienced therapists fef a superl

range of treatments using Clarins, E'Spa,

Jessica and Stropez products. | enjed
a superb Clarinsd?Psonal Blend\romatic
Facial tailored to mw rather dy skin's
needs, \Wwich included a skin anadis fok
lowed ly a wonderfuly soothing treat
ment and massagehwh left ny skin
glowing and feeling muchifmer.

A spritz of fragance and | as ready td
meet ny husband Wwo had to be dragge
away from the sauna.

=N

Guests can also use the Spa Bar pnd

Buttery, an infomal restaurant seing
drinks and light meals lich is open from
9am until 7pm.

Rounding of our sty, we decided td
explore the historic gounds. Dotted with
statues and follies and boastingotall-
weather tennis cots, a croquet lan,
ruined church and a lakspanned b a

bridge, ve soon spotted a plethora pf

wildlife. Well actualy my husband didl
wouldn't knav a crav from a jackdw.

But he was delighted to see pheasarfts,
kites, woodpeclers, Canada geese, dger

and a lbizzard and on the tranquil kak
coots, mallards and herons.

Loathe to lewe this chaming county
house hotel, & promised oursebs a
retum visit. The husband is possjb
thinking a couple of gars henceu with
a doulte figured wedding anniersay fast
approaching, he could be in for a big-s[r

prise!
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